
So why do we have this notion of the “mad scientist” the “the mad creative genius” and “crazy artist?”  Is 
there something to these notions that there is something not quite right about our creative people?  And, if 
so, what are the commonalities that both groups express?  Are there commonalities?

These commonalities could be many: what provokes or holds their attention, what their skill sets are, what 
their imaginations are like, what influences they seek and what influences attract them, how qualitatively 
different do they see the world and are there cognitive aspects of these qualitative insights that differ 
systematically?
And the reverse could be asked of our “crazies”: are their aspects of schizotypy that creative ‘types’ have 
in common? (subquestion: is there such a thing as a creative ‘type’- are there typeS?) Are genes that 
influence the development of mental illnesses such as schizophrenia and bipolar also influencing factors 
commonly found in creative types?
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